Sts. Peter & Paul Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes - August 27, 2009

Notes prepared by: Jeff Lichtenberg, Secretary of PPC

In Attendance: Fr. Howard, Jeff Lichtenberg, Jule Montalbini, Ed Tierney, Brent Bundy, Russ Wulf, Missie Connor, Anthony Gertz, Don Lindeman, Susan Elfers, and Jack Donahue, Charlie Roemer

Absent: Sandy Stall

Our meeting started with opening pray:  Holy Spirit Prayer

Fr. Howard’s Pastor Report:

1) Midwest Utility Services

a. Fr. Howard reviewed and signed off on most of the recommendations from MUS. MUS estimates that they can save SPP approx. $18,000 annually. 50% of all savings go to MUS for the first years after that the percentage decreases.  We can choose to stop this program at any time. Just by changing the classification of the auditorium our rates will decrease.

2) Pavement repair:  While the City of Reading was repaired the alley surfacing between the Church and auditorium. Father Howard negotiated a contract with the paving company to refinish the surface area by the auditorium.  Since they were already there, the Parish enjoyed considerable savings.

3) Several parishioners are currently painting and repair the auditorium building. We are still looking into window repair/replacement options.

4) School exit doors from cafeteria to alley between NDH keep sticking, currently getting estimates.  Looking into doors with possible window?  Probably need to replace frames.  Russ said kitchen door sticks, too.  This issue needs to be addressed because of the potential emergency exit requirements. Some trust money has been set aside to make these repairs.

5) Problems with accountability and keys not being returned, etc. The current process for getting a key is to go to the office sign it out and return it when finished.  This does not seem to be working.  Fr. Howard is looking into a new and different system for security.  John Schuler (Son of Jack Schuler) has offered to contribute to a new system.  Don L. suggested that if we are changing locks on safe we should also change combination on school safe. 

6) Not this year but next year OLSH will combine with St. Nicholas Academy.  Looks like done deal but need to go through the Archdiocese still.  We need to see how this evolves before SPP determines what we will or can do regarding Catholic education.

7) Finance and PC- joint statement with SPPA.  Reviewed with both parties and Boards to get approval before releasing.  Will release final agreed upon statement at the same time.  Tony said at SPPA Board meeting there was discussion that this statement would not be released until negotiations were complete with the Clark Road building owners.  Missie noted that she was disappointed that a lease agreement did not work out; but she was okay with the draft statement.  Jack agreed.  Tony stated that the SPPA Board was also disappointed that it did not work out but are looking at current situation and considering future options.

8) Photo Directory:  The company who took the pictures has been sold to another company which has slowed things down.

9) Social Justice:  Intend to assist existing ministries... a lot of talk and rumors going around.... The intent of the Social Justice program is to be complimentary to already existing ministries; to offer catechesis on the Church’s teachings on Social Justice; and, to assess any new needs and solicit new ideas of how we can be more active in this regard.

Charlie’s Report:
Organizational Chart has been changed.  Education is now under all parishioners, not just youth.  Regarding Catholic education it is difficult to classify or locate on chart as we are still in the process of determining what SPPP is going to do, so as what we do evolves the chart may need to be modified.

How are we going to use the Organizational Chart?  

Does it need to be on the website?  

Place it at the back of Church on the bulletin board?

The Chart indicates which committee reports to whom. It is a graphic representation of the organizational structure of our Parish.  The current process for committee and ministry reporting is via submission of quarterly reports to FR. Howard and then shared with PPC and the Finance Committee.

Jack’s Report:
Ministry Fair reminders will go in the October bulletins. Note event will be in November.

Issues with the Fair:  1) getting groups there, and 2) getting parishioners to come.

PPC reviewed the draft for new discernment forms. 

The “SPP Parish Ministries Serving You” booklet could include more in depth information about the 4 pillars and we should also put this information on our website.  This information could also be put in the bulletin on one page (double-sided).

Next PPC meeting September 24, 2009

END of MINUTES

