Sts. Peter & Paul Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – January 21, 2010

Notes prepared by: Jeff Lichtenberg, Secretary of PPC

In Attendance: Fr. Howard, Sandy Stall, Tony Gertz, Jule Montalbini, Charlie Roemer, Jack Donahue, Don Lindeman, Missie Conner, Russ Wolf, Susan Elfers, Brent Bundy, Jeff Lichtenberg and Terry Hartigan

Our meeting started with an opening prayer by Fr. Howard.

Fr. Howard’s Report:

1) Fr. Howard passed out a Network of Care document to all as a point of reference.

2) Fr. Howard noted that he sent out letters to four people asking if they wish to be on PPC.  Of the four, Fr. Howard received one acceptance, one decline and no response from the other two.

3) Finance  - A quarterly statement will be in the upcoming bulletin that will include our festival account information indicating that we made approximately $46,000.00.

4) Jack asked if we plan to budget $15,000 for next year’s festival as we did this year? No decision was made though it was noted that maybe should not include festival income in the annual budget.

5) Fr. Howard noted that collections are down while our overall financial report is looking up thanks solely to the festival being included in this quarter.  Tony asked how the collection looked this past week?  Fr. Howard replied, “Better but still down.” Sandy noted that there was an article in the paper that stated everyone is struggling, churches across the country.

6) Fr. Howard noted that the utility savings plan that we have contracted for is saving us money.

7) Fr. Howard noted that we spent $20,000 for auditorium windows that will begin to be installed this month.

8) Cafeteria doors: Fr. Howard signed a contract with John Schuler to replace the old doors. John is suppose to be replacing them; but has not yet.  
9) Fr. Howard noted that we have ceiling damage in the choir loft.  Several parishioners are planning to take a look and try to repair this.

10) Heat in Church:  Pump went out but was under warranty.  Russ has been working at the Holy Spirit Center, they made changes to their system and now it is working much more efficiently.  Russ offered to check into what they did to see if we could do something similar.

11) Exterior steeple still needs to be looked at as last summer a large piece of stone veneer fell off.  This could be a serious hazard.

New Business

1) October counts were averaging 500 a weekend – This is not enough to warrant 3 masses


2) Christmas fliers seemed to help. 

3) Charlie mentioned a book called “When They Come Home”,  and thought that we could learn some things from the book that may help us to increase our attendance/ bring more folks back to church.  Fr. Howard noted another document “Go and Make Disciples” put out by the USCCB that may be helpful.  Jack noted that it would be nice to have pamphlets or a flier in the back of church that would explain how to invite people to come to church.

4) Listening session – Jeff reviewed Catholic Education information that he had collected.  Fr. Howard reiterated, we present the “Facts” that we have gathered to date.  

a. OLSH is closing after this school year.

b. St. Nicholas Academy is moving to OLSH.

c. Currently we have 17 students attending OLSH, 10 at St. James, 1 at Queen of Angels and 78 at SPPA.  Totaling 106 students in Catholic schools.

d. St. Nicholas has a three tiered system:

i. Covenant Catholic at $3,000.00 tuition

ii. Non-Covenant Catholics at $3,625.00

iii. Non-Covenant non-Catholic at $4,755.00

e. SPPA tuition for 2010-2011 school year is $2,390.

f. To be a member of the Covenant it would cost SPP 18% of our annual budget, or approx. $79,000.00. 

g. Question: What is our Parish vision?  Support students or not? (Subsidize or not?)

h. The Archdiocese states that it is legitimate for a parish to establish liturgical participation as a guideline for the reception of any school subsidy or support.

i. Tony asked if we could get help out of our collection for a special program to help students.

j. Fr. Howard said that we budgeted $8,000.00 this past year to OLSH as OLSH was our Parish School. They were satisfied with receiving $8,000.00; but at the same time, acknowledge that there was a much larger gap between the $8000.00 and the actual cost per student. (Approx. $30,000.00)  

k. Charlie suggested that we look at other options for educating our children.  “PSR on steroids” Currently PSR is one night a week from October to May and there are approx. 69 kids.

l. Don suggested a special fundraiser to support students.  Fr. Howard noted that he would need to look into if we are limited in the number of fundraisers that we can have.  

m. Don stated that for the listening session PPC should have some ideas to present.  TAPCE for example.

n. Tony said that the Parish has to make a decision – His opinion is that we have to provide Catholic education for our kids!  It should be a priority and we should do more for kids that are in public schools.

o. How can we expand education to high school kids?

p. We need to provide education cost information at the listening session – we need print outs on display for reference.

q. Tony suggested that cost for Catholic education could be a line item in our parish budget.

Sandy: Topic of filling PPC seats and nominating a new Chair Person, Vice Chair and Secretary.  Charlie accepted Chair, Susan accepted Vice Chair and Missie accepted Secretary.

Lastly, Fr. Howard talked with Jim Lichtenberg about reconvening the Concerned Parishioners Group.  It was expressed that if a group of parishioners want to get together to help out our Parish we should promote this, though we do not want a group to be working independent of the Parish and without PPC input or review of topics discussed.  So, if the CPG is to re-group a representative should be familiar with PPC discussions and agendas and report the group’s thoughts and ideas to PPC.  The CPG would in fact become a sub-committee to PPC.

Closing Prayer

Next PPC meeting: February 25, 2010 @ 6:30pm     END OF MINUTES

