All,

 

We met tonight minus several members, including the secretary. As we did not know if the secretary would arrive as the meeting progressed, we did not appoint someone in his stead, and there are no detailed minutes. I have the following information to relate. Please let me know if you have anything to add:

 

First, Father Howard made his report. His words regarding the school building and SPPA:

 

"I informed the council that I met with two representatives of SPPA this past week to start working on a joint statement together.  Upon completion, the joint statement will be forwarded to the respective bodies ... SSPP PPC; SSPP PFC; and SPPA Board ... in order to make sure that everyone is comfortable with the statement before it is released to the general population.  It was agreed at this ‘Joint Statement Meeting’ that part of what I initially proposed to publish in an upcoming Pastor’s Column would be incorporated into the statement.  It was also agreed at the ‘Joint Statement’ meeting, as well as, at the very least, implicitly agreed at all meetings that took place regarding this issue, that we left the table on the friendliest of terms and with mutual respect.  It was similarly agreed that all parties concerned would like to continue to foster a friendly relationship with each other.  And, that, while a leasing relationship does not seem feasible at this time, neither of us knows what the future holds regarding whether or not there will be a change of interest and/or ability to pursue another exploration of this issue sometime in the future."
 

He also repeated the need to discuss our responsibility to Catholic education. He also said that we must act sooner rather than later to explore this subject. He also told PPC that a quarterly report will be in the bulletin in two weeks. First, he will get an announcement together explaining the increase in the weekly collection budget (due to the festival) so that it is clear we are NOT spending more.

 

Brent Bundy asked for clarification of the SPPA  discussions, as he had missed some meetings. Father Howard reviewed the process with Brent and council present. 

 

Tonight, our discernment committee distributed drafts of their discernment tool and and updated organizational chart. Father Howard and others requested modifications to the chart. The discernment committee are meeting again before the PPC August meeting to review and work on several items, including the Ministry Fair brochure.

 

We also discussed determination of new council officers for the next year, as we agreed that council office terms are ONE year in length. With Father Howard's support, we concluded it is best to stick to one year terms. Also, we will wait until the four council vacancies are filled at the end of the year, then meet as PPC in January, 2010, where we will include the new PPC members in the discernment of new officers.

 

Sandy Stall suggested that PPC members attend the city hall meeting next Tuesday at 6:30 pm to discuss a Neighborhood Watch program for Reading.

 

The agenda for August will be forthcoming, and it will include emphasis on forming a committee to consider and make recommendations to PPC regarding the parish obligation to Catholic education - considering the financial constraints with which our parish exists today. We waited until August to discuss this further so that (hopefully) the full body of council will be in attendance and eager to volunteer for this important task. Father Howard indicated that this is something we must resolve ASAP as 2010 will be here soon and we must be prepared to inform the parish what we are prepared to offer for next school year.

 

Meeting next on August 27, 2009 at 6:30 PM

