Sts. Peter & Paul Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – December 17, 2009

Notes prepared by: Jeff Lichtenberg, Secretary of PPC

In Attendance: Fr. Howard, Sandy Stall, Tony Gertz, Jule Montalbini, Don Lindeman, Charlie Roemer, Jack Donahue

Absent: Susan Elfers, Ed Teirney, Brent Bundy, Russ Wolf, Missie Conner

Our meeting started with an opening prayer by Fr. Howard.

Fr. Howard Report:

1) Fr. Howard noted that the two water pumps in the Church were repaired at a cost of approx: $2,400.00.

2) Cafeteria doors: Fr. Howard signed a contract with John Schuler to replace the old doors.  John also offered to take a look at the church doors to see if he might be able to repair the existing actuators.

3) Fr. Howard noted that he wasn’t sure that the Leadership retreat was something that he wants to continue. He plans to reflect on this subject as whether or not he should continue.

New Business

1) Sts. P&P and Catholic Education:  Fr. Howard reported on his findings regarding the “Three Tiered System” and how it works after checking with OLSH/St. Nicholas Academy.

a. Covenant Parish Student Tuition: $2,900.00

b. Catholic Non-Parishioner Tuition: $3,625.00

c. Non-Catholic Tuition: $4,755.00

Note: The rates listed above are based upon current St. Nicholas figures and will not necessarily reflect the rates established for the new academic year.

To be a Covenant Parish (to join in with OLSH and St. Johns), SPP would be required to pay between 18%- 20% of its annual operating budget

SPPA tuition is currently at $2,310.00

SPPA this week received a letter from Archbishop Pilarczyk granting them Archdiocesan Accreditation.

Fr. Howard noted that if SPP is to contribute to parish students the Parish would expect liturgical participation by the student and parents. (The Archdiocese sets liturgical participation as appropriate criteria for a parish to require.  This is determined at the parish level).

TAPCE (Tuition Assistance for Catholic Education) does not formally track liturgical participation; but does strongly believe in the philosophy.

Charlie asked if we should be considering assisting High School students?

Fr. Howard noted that the Archdiocese once had a diocese equalization program that he believes has been discontinued. 

K-8 are years when Sacramental preparation occurs.

Jeff reviewed research information gathered to date regarding the status of Catholic Education at Parishes surrounding SPP.  A map locating 20 nearby Parishes and a list identifying the Parish and the status of their school was handed out.  Jeff plans to continue to research additional information for review at the January 21, 2010 PPC meeting, to assist in the preparation for a Listening Session with Parishioners.

A Parish Listening Session to discuss SPP’s role in Catholic Education is tentatively scheduled for February 3, 2010 in the Parish School Cafeteria from 7:00PM-8:00PM.

Sandy noted that:  we need to know if the generosity is there? Do folks want to contribute? If they do, how should we proceed?  Do we do a separate collection? 

We already have a lot of collections. Do we come up with another fundraiser?

5) Nominees for PPC seats:  Charlie handed out a list of names that were collected at the resent Ministry Fair.  PPC reviewed this list and after further discernment made several recommendations to Fr. Howard.  He will be following up via letter to potential new PPC members.  Don noted that next year we should do a Parish directed discernment to identify new members.

Closing Prayer

Next PPC meeting: January 21, 2010 @ 6:30pm     END OF MINUTES

